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Community ministry no
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This
is year is the first in thirty years
that cars won’t roll out from the old
West School with the scent of turkey,
noodles and gravy clinging to the
clothes of volunteer drivers.
Despite 30 years of diligent support
from her community, Bucky Walker can
no longer handle the physical strain of
leading the Community Thanksgiving
anksgiving
Dinner of Grant County. At its peak, the
ministry served over 12,000 meals per
year to underprivileged Grant County
residents at Thanksgiving.
Freda Sexton, Walker’s sister and
ministry partner, has respiratory and
heart problems, and James Sexton,
a key volunteer, had a triple bypass
surgery this past year. Though
ough her
eyes still twinkle with youthful energy, Walker herself is experiencing the
physical exhaustion that comes with
years of service.
“I’m fat, and I’m gonna be 74,
and I’m getting worn out,” she said.
“They’ve
ey’ve tried for the last two years or
so to get me to quit, and God hadn’t
released it.”
After praying often, Walker finally felt
peace about stepping down this year.
On Wednesday, two community members called to order meals, unaware the
ministry no longer exists. Freda Sexton
estimates they have gotten about 100
similar calls in the past month.
This will leave 4,000 to 7,000 disabled or financially-stressed individuals without Thanksgiving dinners,
according to Walker.
Tears of gratitude slipped down

Walker’s cheek as she held roses from
a thankful community member. She
kept repeating that it was not her
ministry; it was God’s—and it was
only possible with the help of hundreds of volunteers.
“(I) never regretted a minute of it,”
Walker said. “We’d do it again if we
had the health to do it.”
A few individuals inquired about
leading the ministry, but none stepped
up. Walker and Freda Sexton donated
the ministry’s remaining funds to other community organizations.
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner
started in 1984 when James Sexton, former pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church in Gas City, asked
Walker if she could cook
Thanksgiving meals for
the less fortunate community members. Originally called Dinners
from Christ, Walker’s
ministry was unique because meals were delivered right to the
door, allowing
the homebound to
enjoy
a

hearty homemade meal.
The first year, Walker
and her sister, along
with a handful of
volunteers, served
125 meals.
Over the years,
Walker’s ministry grew too large
for the small church
kitchen. The Gas City
government granted
her access to West
School, an
unused
school

building where Walker used the
kitchen and gymnasium to
prepare homemade noodles,
chicken, green beans and
other Thanksgiving staples.
“The Gas City community really supported us,”
Freda Sexton said.
Noodles continues
on page 2

Bucky Walker (L) and sister Freda Sexton (R) started delivering 125 Thanksgiving meals to
individuals in Grant County 30 years ago. Last year they served 10,000 meals.
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Christmas City, USA

Downtown Marion is hosting
an artisan fair, a Christmas
parade and the Walkway
of Lights this weekend
Becca Robb
News Co-Editor

Some consider Bethlehem, Pennsylvania to be the Christmas kingdom
of America. But Grant County locals
point instead to Marion, Indiana as
the true Christmas City, USA.
Tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., the
Downtown Marion Artisan Fair is selling
goodies including hand-stamped jewelry, bakery, art and handmade cards.
“We want to promote the arts
we have here in Grant County, because we truly have some amazing

people,” said Angie Martz, the fair’s
main organizer.
The annual fair started four years
ago with 12 vendors setting up their
booths in a dance studio. This year
includes upwards of 35 vendors, who
will set up in downtown Marion’s
Grant County YMCA. Martz estimated that 99 percent of the products for
sale are handmade.
One of Martz’s goals is to encourage economic growth within the community. Martz is president of Marion’s
chapter of Woman’s Life, an organization that sells life insurance and raises
money for nonprofit organizations.
Through renting out booths in the
venue, the national Woman’s Life
organization will match up to $500
of the rent revenue using their dollar-for-dollar program. Vendors may

keep their sales revenue, but their
booth rental fee will contribute toward the fund. Woman’s Life plans
to donate $1,000 from the rent revenue to The Salvation Army’s Christmas fund.
“I think it’s an important venue,”
Martz said. “Our downtown struggles.
. . . (But we try to) keep the positive
things, as many of them as we can.”
Grant County is the 11th most impoverished county in Indiana (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2009–13 Estimates).
This puts the average Grant County
resident at only $8,655 above the income poverty threshold, according to
2010 U.S. Census Data.
Martz said she hopes visitors will
take advantage of nearby shops, increasing economic traffic to downtown Marion. This weekend promises

to bring a special holiday spirit to everyone who visits the city.
Tomorrow evening at 7 p.m. will mark
the climax of the celebrations, when kids
and grown-ups alike gather on the Mississinewa Riverwalk to welcome Santa
to town. Marion’s Christmas Parade will
march through the Walkway of Lights,
which is put on by the Marion Parks Department each year.
These sparkling strands of Christmas lights harken back to Marion’s
past as a major manufacturer of the
hallowed holiday decorations.
“That’s what Marion was known
for, because most of the Christmas
lights in the country used to come
from Marion,” Martz said. “We want
to try and get that festival feel back
to our city.”
echo@taylor.edu
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Carolina Alvarado’s company helps women and businesses in the Philippines.

Mike McLean and his sister hope to help nurses.

Sink or swim
See which entrepreneurs
survived Shark Tank
Wren Haynes
Staff Writer

It’s that time of year again, when styrofoam sharks patrol campus and student
entrepreneurs pursue their dreams.
Last night, seven teams of students
presented their business proposals to
a panel of judges at Promising Venture’s second annual Shark Tank. At
the end of the night, four teams received funding to help develop and
launch their products.

First Place: StethoScrubs ($2,500)
“Where’s my stethoscope?” is the rallying cry of ER nurses, and a problem
that junior Mike McLean would like to
fix. Through his company idea StethoScrubs, he hopes to make healthcare
professionals’ jobs a little easier.
“My sister is a nurse, and she came
up with a rudimentary holster for
her stethoscope because she was

Noodles continued from page 1

“They gave us a place to be, didn’t
cost us nothing; no light bill, no nothing. And a storage place all year long.”
Community groups and churches
pitched in. Taylor University’s and Indiana Wesleyan University’s cafeterias
volunteered to cook 200 turkeys, the
Gas City fire department and Methodist Church in Van Buren collected donations, and inmates from the Grant
County Jail washed dishes. As part of
Community Plunge, shifts of Taylor
students made noodles for the iconic chicken-and-noodle side dish. On

bothered by losing it or hanging it on
her neck,” McLean said. “That got us
thinking about other nurses and if
they had the same problem.”
Together, the brother and sister
came up with a way of modifying
scrub pants to hang a stethoscope
from a special pocket. As Shark Tank
winners, they hope to move forward
with prototyping and discovering
where the idea will take them.

Second Place (Tie): Likha ($1,000)
and Soul Purpose ($1,000)
Likha is a Filipino word meaning “to create with intelligence and
skill,” and this is the passion behind
second-place winner and senior Carolina Alvarado’s business concept.
“My company sells accessories, but
mostly made with resources, materials,
and labor from the Philippines,” Alvarado
said. “Basically what we’re helping are local businesses, and also helping employ
women who are dealing with poverty.”
Alvarado’s plan is to partner with
Filipino businesses to purchase raw

Thanksgiving Day, volunteers from
Indianapolis and Kokomo loaded up
their cars and delivered meals to hundreds of locations.
Walker set up three phone lines
where individuals could order their
meals ahead of time—and she never
declined a single request. Some individuals would ask for several meals
to help feed their families for a few
weeks after Thanksgiving.
One lady in a small town in Grant
County annually requested 60 meals;
her husband and daughter had been
killed in a semi-truck accident, and

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

materials like gemstones and pearls,
train local women in jewelry-making
and then sell the completed products
in the United States.
Soul Purpose, an online shoe company created by sophomore Keaton
Hendricks, also has a humanitarian
focus. The concept tied with Alvarado’s for second place, and Hendricks
hopes his company will provide both
quality footwear and social impact.
With every pair of shoes bought, a
customer will have the opportunity to
write a note to a homeless person and
send a backpack with the note inside
to the organization of their choice.
“In Bloomington, where I grew up,
there’s a huge homeless population,”
Hendricks said. “In my experience
with them, a backpack’s all they have
. . . that’s their home, basically. I really just want to show love and encouragement to them through this.”

Photograph by Mindy Wildman

Keaton Hendricks combines philanthropy and shoe sales with his business idea.

“When I got back, I posted an ad on
Craigslist advertising that I could build
all these things,” Fahlen said. “Within
the next day I already had three orders.”
The demand has since increased,
with Fahlen making and selling more
than 50 corn hole, washer toss and ladder golf sets during the month before he
returned to Taylor. With his winnings, he
hopes to begin marketing his company
and building a workshop to work in.

Third Place: SJ’s Outdoor Games
($500)
Senior Stefen Fahlen began his
company, SJ’s Outdoor Games, in
August. A large family camping trip
prompted him to make several game
sets for a tournament. Later, he sold
the extras he’d built to other campers.

Runner-ups
While three contestants didn’t receive any funding from Shark Tank,
they still hope to continue developing
their ideas. Alex Chang will still run
Cafe Chang and Ryan Monson will
continue championing Classic Buffalo, while Jenny Valkier and Camila
Chiang explore the possibility of continuing with Peanut Better.
Jeff Aupperle, the director of Promising
Ventures, is proud of the impact Shark
Tank is having on student entrepreneurs.

“I just think it’s such a fun night to see
creativity on display, and to have students have the opportunity to share their
ideas in a format where it could be the
launch point for them,” Aupperle said.
echo@taylor.edu

her son remained immobile from
the accident. Community members
bought her a Seal-a-Meal vacuum
sealer to preserve the food and Walker gave her the leftover chicken carcasses to boil into broth for her son.
Other families would order up to 70
meals and host a Thanksgiving party.
“The kids ( from those families)
would just bombard you when they
found out it was you at the door,”
Walker said.
Walker and Sexton attribute all
the ministry’s success to God. They
have met families who have become

Christians because of the efforts of
the Community Thanksgiving Dinner.
Walker estimated that food for that
many meals cost $15,000 to $20,000
per year. There were several years
Walker wasn’t sure where the money would come from, but community members always stepped up. One
Upland resident donated $5,000 several years in a row and one time, a
Huntington family offered to write a
blank check.
Despite no one stepping up to lead
the Community Family Dinner, Walker displays no signs of bitterness.

She tells all who will listen about
God’s faithfulness and the generosity of Grant County over the past
three decades.
A local ministry, Helping Hands,
will provide Thanksgiving baskets to
50 families in the Upland area. Other
Grant County organizations will continue to serve some food, but Walker estimates that there will still be
thousands of homebound and physically disabled individuals across
Grant County without food assistance
on Thursday.
echo@taylor.edu
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Stefen Fahlen took home third place.
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The age of terror
As the Paris attacks unfurled,
the world wondered how
ISIS pulled them off
Tom Gbean
World and National Editor

The Western illusion of safety from
large-scale terror attacks was once
again shattered last Friday. In the
most grisly attack in a developed
nation by a terrorist organization
since 9/11, more than 120 people lost
their lives after eight ISIS members,
equipped with assault rifles and explosive vests, targeted several densely
populated locations in Paris.
France was the subject of a
smaller attack earlier this year. In
January, two brothers, Saïd and
Chérif Kouachi, claiming to be a
part of Al Qaeda, laid siege to Paris for three days.
The January attacks began with
a massacre at the offices of satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, which
killed 11 people and injured 11 more.
After leaving the magazine offices,
the two brothers shot and killed a policewoman. They then fled and took
hostages in a signage company in
Damartin-en-Goele—a town in the
north-central region of France. Police shot and killed the two brothers
when they stormed out of the buildings, while firing on law enforcement
personnel. Five other people were
killed during the Charlie Hebdo attacks and 11 were wounded by related violence in France.

On Wednesday U.S. Secretary of
State, John Kerry, noted in a speech at
the U.S. Embassy in France, “There’s
something different about what happened from Charlie Hebdo, and I
think everybody would feel that.”
Comparing the Charlie Hebdo
attack to the attacks that transpired last Friday, it is clear that
ISIS’s strategies for the attacks
were well planned and well defined. This fact becomes transparent by the sheer number of people
who were killed and the carefully
selected locations.
The Stade de France, at which
French President Francois Hollande was attending a soccer match
between Germany and France, was
among the list of targets, as well as
a concert hall at which an American
band was playing.
Friday’s attacks do not seem to
have been triggered by anything in
particular. However France is geographically accessible to ISIS and is
involved in the coalition bombings
against ISIS in Syria.
France also has a growing population of Muslims, most of whom
come into the country as refugees
from the Middle East. The country
is host to 3.5–5 million Muslims,
which translates to 6.0–8.5 percent
of its total population. The World
Bank database also reports that
there are currently 252,264 refugees
taking asylum in France.
Although ISIS’s atrocities have
been mostly confined to Middle
Eastern regions surrounding Syria,

States bar
Syrian refugees
Twenty-six states have
barred refugees from entering
for fear of terror attacks
Joseph Johns
Staff Writer

Twenty-six state governors issued
statements within the last week objecting to admitting Syrian refugees
into their respective states after the
Parisian attacks last Wednesday.
The attacks, concurrent with an
ISIS video in which the terrorist group
threatened to attack Washington,
D.C., have proliferated fears of another attack if the U.S. were to fulfill
its promise of admitting 10,000 Syrian
refugees by the end of Fiscal Year 2016.
Two major positions emerge from
the refugee issue, the moral and national security positions.
The moral position holds that the

United States, because of its national privilege, should be the benefactor to these Syrian refugees. The
proponents of this argument cite
the long history of supporting those
fleeing from tragic events.
The national security position
builds from the idea that our founding documents give us a legal and
ethical right to uphold those principles if we have agreed to live peaceably under them.
For example, the Declaration of
Independence says that every man
is born with the right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The
state governors recognize that these
rights cannot be fulfilled if we overburden our country with refugees,
some of whom could or have already
become radicalized.
The majority of the twenty-six governors objecting do so on the grounds

Iraq and surrounding regions, this
attack suggests that ISIS is sending
a message to not only France but
to the U.S. and other nations with
Western values, such as Russia.
ISIS also claimed responsibility
for the Russian airliner that crashed
over Egypt a few weeks ago.
A brief analysis of ISIS’s statement claiming responsibility for
the Paris attacks may offer a clue
into why the group is beginning to
stage more daring attacks in developed countries. ISIS’s core belief, that Allah will bless them and
deliver their enemies into their
hands, propels ISIS to pursue more
clearly-defined targets that will
give them credibility.
ISIS begins its statement claiming responsibility for the Paris attacks by quoting from the Quran,
Surah Al-Hashr 2. This particular
passage talks about Allah inducing terror amongst his enemies
who have built high fortresses. In
the passage Allah causes his enemies to have terror in their hearts
so that Allah’s warriors can destroy
Allah’s enemy’s homes successfully.
By beginning with this passage, ISIS may have been reimposing their claim that they have
the capability to place insurgents
behind the borders of Western
nations, and thus destroy these
countries from the inside through
terror attacks such as those that
happened in Paris.
The refugee-as-insurgent narrative may also offer a hint as to how

Q:

I walk through it:

36%

I walk around it:

22%

It always depends on where I’m going:

42%

*Out of 100 participants in an online survey (March 2015).

Setting the record straight
about the Rice Bell Tower.
Becca Robb
News Co-Editor

For whom does the bell toll; does it
toll for thee? Actually, it doesn’t toll

Illustration by Becca Eis

for anyone at Taylor, because the bell
tower uses a speaker system.
The so-called “bell tower” does
not house a single bell. No little man
with back problems scuffles around
the scaffolding, ringing the bells at
every quarter hour. The music actually comes from a small room in the

The tower of Rice
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French citizens gather to pay their respects to the victims of the Nov. 13 attack by ISIS.

ISIS was able to pull off the Paris
attacks. As to how so many agents
with explosives and assault rifles
slip through security, The Atlantic
suggests that there may have been
a failure in intelligence gathering
and analysis.
Further, almost all of the assailants were EU citizens, which gives
them a cover for less security scrutiny. Because the perpetrators were
EU citizens, it is plausible that the
main branch of ISIS was not directly involved in the planning and execution of the attacks. Rather, ISIS
may have given the group the task
of carrying out the attack, leaving
planning and execution to the killers. If that is the case, many more
attacks may be carried out without
draining the resources of the main
branch of ISIS.
In addition to the likelihood that
ISIS may be sending insurgents
as refugees to Western nations, it
is also possible that ISIS may be

opting for larger scale attacks because it needs credibility in the eyes
of its supporters.
Closing the statement, ISIS warns
France and other nations that more
attacks will follow if the bombing
campaigns in Syria continue: “Let
France and all nations following its
path know that they will continue to
be at the top of the target list for the
Islamic State and that the scent of
death will not leave their nostrils as
long as they partake in the crusader campaign.”
ISIS has released a new video suggesting that it has plans to attack
Times Square in New York City. Mayor Bill De Blasio offers words of consolidation not only for the people of
Paris but for the world.
“We understand it is the goal of
terrorists to intimidate and disrupt our democratic society. We will
not submit to their wishes,” reported Fox2now.
echo@taylor.edu
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Displaced from their homes, many Syrian refugees do not know where to turn.

of national security. Indiana Governor
Mike Pence said his first responsibility is to ensure the safety and security
of all Hoosiers.
The fear is that ISIS terrorists might
pose as Syrian refugees.
The states are prevented from
participating in the Syrian refugee
settlement plans because of a federal law known as the The Refugee
Act of 1980.

International law does allow the
United States to return refugees to
their country of origin in three specific cases. The first is if the refugee
may pose a danger to the security
of the country in which he or she is
present. The second is in the case of
serious criminal judgements against
the refugee. The third is if the refugee
commits an act “against peace, a war
crime, or a crime against humanity

that would pose a danger to the country of admittance.”
The United States has the right
and the duty, as acknowledged
by President Barack Obama last
Wednesday, to protect its people,
yet it must find a way to bridge the
gap between the refugee problem
and its own national interests as
expressed through the states.
echo@taylor.edu

Recital Hall, where it is controlled by
an electronic bell system.
The Rice Bell Tower rises 72 feet out
of the heart of campus, and students
and teachers shuffle past it every single day. But does anybody give it more
than a moment’s thought?
Sophomore Jaylin Gadel joked, “Do
I think about it often? Oh, I dream
about it!”
This conveys the feeling that many
students hold about the bell tower.
“I’m pretty indifferent about it,”
junior Jessica Wise said. “It’s a nice
thing. It blocks the wind when I’m
walking through, so I enjoy that.
Few people know that the original bell tower (yes, with real bells)
stood on campus long before the
Rice Bell Tower. It was attached to
the top of an administrative building, but lightning kept striking its
tip. Eventually, it became such a
fire hazard that the administration decided to lop it completely
off the building.
This drastic surgery must not have
been enough, because some time
later the remainder of the building caught fire and burned to the
ground. Taylor was bell-tower-less

for 26 years until 1986, when Jay
Kesler, Taylor’s president at the
time, commissioned the Rice Bell
Tower into service.
The Rice Bell Tower was a gift
from Garnet Rice, honoring her
late husband, Raymond E. Rice,
a businessman who invested significantly in Taylor. But it wasn’t
just meant as a kind memento or a
pretty structure; it carries a deeper
meaning. For those who didn’t get
this drilled into their heads during
orientation, the bell tower’s two
pillars symbolize the integration
of faith and learning. Though they
may appear separate from an angle, a different perspective reveals
that faith and learning join together at the top.
Because many students don’t
know much about the bell tower, a
certain sense of mystery surrounds
it. Sophomore Cora Starke compares the bell tower to the all-seeing Eye of Sauron.
Wise describes a secret tunnel
which goes up into the tower, apparently for the sole use of Jay Kesler keeping watch over the campus by night.
“One night last year, it was like
12:17 a.m. that the bell tower went
off. It was because Jay Kesler caught
people doing bad things,” Wise explained. “That’s Jay Kesler—protectorate of Taylor.”

Even though we don’t completely
understand the bell tower, or even
think much about it, we still have a
sense of its importance to our campus. “If I picture Taylor in my mind,
I picture the bell tower,” Wise said. “I
don’t picture the DC.”
Regardless of what students know
or don’t know about the bell tower,
its music serves to unify us. Sophomore Heather Stedt says she loves
the music it plays before Chapel, because it makes her feel like everyone is about to circle together and
sing the “Dah-hoo Doray” song from
‘The Grinch.’
Some remember the days when the
bell tower would ring out classic film
scores and Broadway tunes. “I feel like
there’s a good mix of a lot of classic
oldies,” said senior Kathryn Romine.
“It’s random, too, but I like it when it
plays ‘New York, New York,’ or ‘Cabaret.’ I’m down with that.”
The Rice Bell Tower seems to
grow on even the most apathetic of students. Maybe one day
students will find that it tolls for
them, after all.
Starke agrees on the bell tower’s
importance and said she would notice if it failed to toll. “Because I’d always be late to every single one of my
classes,” she said. “And so would everyone else.”
echo@taylor.edu

The tower of Rice
“Do you tend to walk through
the bell tower or go around?”

The Rice Bell Tower rises 72 feet out of
the heart of campus, and students and
teachers shuffle past it every single day.

LIFE & TIMES
TheEchoNews.com

4

THANK YOU TAYLOR

Being thankful for the
stuff we overlook
Sarah Davis

Life & Times Co-Editor

It’s a simple life here at Taylor. We
walk through buildings to avoid the
cold, sit at our desks, do our work and
live in community. But sometimes in
our routines we forget the little things
that make Taylor life sweet. So in the
spirit of Thanksgiving, and with great
love for our second home, here are
some Taylor things we can be thankful for:

Round tables
Found in the Dining Commons
a n d t h e Un i o n , t h e s e t a b l e s
mean no one is ever on the end.
No one is ever out of the conversation, and there is always room
for one more. Be thankful for a
school that cares about where
we sit.
Morning bathroom interactions
You’ve been awake for one minute, and you’ve already mumbled
a “hi” to your roommate, waved
to three people in the hall and
said “good morning” to the group
at the mirror. Remember when
you lived at home and going to
the bathroom wasn’t a social outing? Sure, you may have spent
less time in there, but it wasn’t
nearly as fun. Be grateful you live
with your friends and that you
see them often. Be thankful that
they ’re nice, even when mornings are hard. (And if you’re in
Bergwall, be thankful for a bathroom to yourself !)
Carpooling everywhere
If you have a car, be thankful for
that. But if you need to find a ride,
be thankful for that too. So many
friendships are made on drives to
Walmart over long talks and good
playlists. Great relationships can
be formed in a time of need or in
service to a friend.
Faculty, staff and their children
Campus approaches peak

Photograph by jessica Nesselrodt

L to R: Junior Erica Drost, junior Hayley King, sophomore Rachel Dalland, sophomore Riley Hoekert, sophomore Tori Guilford, freshman Molly Lupton and freshman Hannah Johnson enjoy their food and each other around the dinner table.

cut en e ss l e vel s w h en profe ssors’ kids come around. You always know when they ’re coming,
b e cause stud ents swarm and
squeal, “Hi!” mar velling at the
rare sight of a non-college-aged
person. When you see them skipping around campus, be thankful for a sweet distraction and
the reminder of simpler times.
Appreciate your professors and
the work they do . . . and appreciate their cute kids.

Ripe bananas
Green and bruised . Unripe.
Brown. Those little baskets in
the Dining Commons hold a lot

of potential for disappointment.
But on days when the bananas
are pretty, be extra thankful. Eat
them with peanut butter, in yogurt, or plain. Eat and be merry ;
ripe bananas make for a glad Taylor student.

Nice profs
Be thankful for all of your professors, especially the ones who
know your name. Be thankful for
both how you’re learning, as well
as the environment where you’re
learning. Take time to appreciate the small class sizes at Taylor
and your professors’ investment
in you.

Chapel
It is a privilege to have a faithful
place to worship as a community.
Be thankful for the hugs and close
seating and limited leg room. Appreciate the praise teams, speakers, coordinators and everyone
who makes chapel so consistent
and anticipated.
Each other
This is last point, but it might
b e t h e m o st o v e rl o o ke d . B e
thankful for y our roommat e,
your loud neighbors and strangers who say hi. Give thanks for
the people who laugh with you
and people who laugh at you.

D on’t take for grant ed those
who share their food, those who
will pray for you at any time and
those who let you borrow their
printer. Love the quiet companions and the bold leaders. Love
the ones who tell you look great,
even w hen you just woke up.
Love the friends you’ve known
since high school. Love the people in the awkward study group
your professor put you in.
And be thankful to the Lord, for
the blessing of all of it.
Happy Thanksgiving, Taylor. We
like you so much.
echo@taylor.edu

Socks for seniors
A creative way to give back
Chrysa Keenon
Contributor

You go to the front desk to find a
package from your grandma and to
your surprise it’s . . . socks. Again. If
only you could find a way to give of all
those unwanted clothing items away
that would benefit the local and national communities.
Socks for Seniors is a non-profit
organization that specializes in collecting and distributing new socks
to senior citizens in need around
the country. During the holiday
season, it is easy for some to get
isolated from their families due to
their inability to travel. Socks for
Seniors’ volunteers spread cheer by
visiting nursing homes and giving
out new pairs of socks to keep out
the chill.
The organization started by accident, according to founder Jamie
Coyne. He and his wife were visiting
a nursing home and noticed that a
few of the residents were complaining about having cold feet. Both
Coyne and his wife went out and
bought new socks for the residents,
and Socks for Seniors was born. It became a national program in 2011 and
now serves over 500 cities throughout
the country.
So what does Socks for Seniors
need from Taylor students? Support and recognition! Because the
organization runs on volunteer

Socks for seniors sends love to senior citizens.

work, the number one way to help
their cause is to simply spread
the word, whether through word
of mouth or social media. Hosting a sock drive is the next step.
Throughout the holiday season,

consider collecting socks from
your floor or wing. Even if you are
unaware of a nursing home in need
in your local community, Socks for
Seniors will tell you where to host
a drive.

“We are looking for coordinators
near the Upland area to help us collect socks,” Coyne said. “We do not
ask for money, just socks!”
It’s the season for giving. Why not
regift your stocking stuffer socks to

Photograph provided by Google images

someone who needs them? To register a project and find out where
to donate, visit their website at
www.socksforseniors.com.
echo@taylor.edu

Aprons always spice things up . . . right?
Non-traditional traditions
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Grandma Gracie
Meeting the family
Gracie Fairfax
Features Editor

Thanksgiving is just around the corner, and we all know what that means.
It’s time to bring your significant other home for the holidays. But whose
house should you go to? How should
you act? How do you impress the family? Here’s a guide to the dreaded, awkward moment that could be one for
the books—assuming things work out.
First things first. Be sure to dress
well. We parents and grandparents
tend to be accepting, but when it
comes time to meet your significant
other, we are ready with an extra dose
of over-protection and judgment. My
husband always grabbed the shotgun and I definitely glared at those

ripped-up jeans. You don’t have to
put on your best dress or suit, but be
sure to look presentable. Wear something you’d be proud to show to your
80-year-old grandma and eat homemade cookies in. Although the family may later see you in your pajamas,
it’s important that their first impression of you be classy and put together,
even if you’re just wearing a nice shirt
and jeans.
But let’s not get ahead of ourselves.
Before you walk through the door, be
sure to set aside all the opinions your
significant other has of his or her family members. Make your own opinions.
While your significant other might
think that his or her little brother playing the recorder all day is super annoying, you might find it quite endearing.
While he or she might think his or
her sister’s obsession with making

popsicle stick sculptures is frustrating, you might find it fascinating.
The next step is mastering small
talk. The family needs to know that
you’re interested in them. When your
significant other’s parents start going
on about their college days, be sure
to lend a listening ear. And if you’re
sick of the stories already, know that
there’s a long road ahead if the relationship works out. Parents love to repeat their best stories, especially when
there’s company around who might’ve
missed it the first fifteen times.
Something else to remember is to
help out. At this point, assuming they
don’t hate you right off the bat, you’re
basically part of the family already. If
you want to prove to the family that
you’re capable of being a supportive
spouse to their child, you need to be
helpful. Do the dishes and pitch in on

anything else that may need some assistance. Don’t sit on the couch and expect
the siblings to hand-feed you grapes.
At times, you may feel caught off
guard by the way your significant
other’s family makes mashed potatoes. They may be Baptists. Your family may enjoy fine wines. They may like
five star hotels. Your family might be
into Nascar. Be willing to set aside the
differences in your families and accept
them for who they are. Accepting their
way of doing life will get you far when
you’re looking for them to return the
favor and accept your quirks, like the
fact that you have to put ketchup on
everything. Gross.
All this being said, don’t forget to be
yourself. There’s a lot of pressure to live
up to who you think they want you to
be—but at the end of the day, they’ll figure out who you really are. Be yourself

from the start and you won’t have to
explain later that you don’t love lawn
bowling as much as they do. They’ll love
getting to know who you are. And if their
child likes you despite your quirks, they
will too. You don’t have to pretend to be
a celebrity chef or an expert chess player. Just be you.
So, if you’re getting ready to meet
the family this holiday season, don’t
worry. Use the above advice and you’ll
be sure to have a great time. Families
are weird and crazy, but then again,
so are you.

echo@taylor.edu

Non-traditional traditions
Ideas for your Thanksgiving
Grace Hooley
Contributor

Thanksgiving is a holiday where we
fill our bellies with delicious food
and play football in the backyard.
We smile at our loved ones from behind a plate of turkey and stuffing,
but maybe your Thanksgiving has
gotten a little bland over the years.
If you’re looking for more this holiday season, here are some ways to
spruce it up!

Drive around
Because everyone is full of stuffing and turkey, no one wants to
walk anywhere! Why not pile into
the car for a couple of hours and
hit the road? Before you dig into
that pumpkin pie, drive off all your
sleepiness with a fun playlist and a
couple of your wildest family members. Just be sure to get back before
the pie vanishes.
Football—Redefined
For those of you who wish to
make your football game a little

more interesting, implement rules
that mix it up a bit. Sample rules
you could add include the requirement to carry a teammate on your
back for the entirety of the game or
running with one eye closed.

Pool
If football has gotten old, play
a friendly game of pool with your
more-competitive relatives. This
requires less physical activity, and
it gives you a chance to show off
your blank shots. Unless, of course,
you stink at pool. Then, proceed to
blame your bad skills on all the food
weighing you down.
Cook with your family
You should always help with all
cooking endeavors so you know
exactly what you’ll be eating. But
if you’re not the best chef and your
grandma bans you from the kitchen, maybe just see if you can find an
apron to wear. Aprons always spice

things up . . . right?

Invite a homeless person
While on that drive over the
river and through the woods to
grandma’s, why not pick up a complete stranger and bring them to
Thanksgiving dinner with you?
Maybe you will make a new friend.
He would love some home-cooking too, and grandma will love
the surprise!
Watch a horror film
After a day of giving thanks and
napping, enjoy a nice, simple horror
movie to help wake up your hardof-hearing grandparents with your
screams. This is also a great way to remind your family of what they should
be thankful for . . . like, that they’re not
zombies. Give thanks for that.
Black Friday shopping
Who doesn’t love dodging crazy shoppers or getting squashed by

Photograph provided by Google Images

The food is traditional, but nothing else has to be.

overloaded shopping carts? This
isn’t a new tradition, but it’s definitely something to make the break
more memorable. Leave your wallet
at home and try to barter your way
through Black Friday. Maybe have a
competition with your family to see
who can buy the most stuff with the
least amount of money. Or you can
assign everyone a family member to
buy a gift for $10 or less. With some
creativity, this tradition can become
less about buying stuff, and more
about family.
After all the eating, fun and games
are over, be sure to thank God for all
of the blessings in your life. No matter what traditions you end up trying, keeping or throwing out, you will
always have your friends, family and
that one homeless guy you brought
to dinner.
echo@taylor.edu

#TaylorU’s

TOP
TWEETS
Michael Snyder @
 slorzdevoi
If these sharks stick around
any longer the DC might try
to include them in their menu
#yourenotasafehere #tayloru

abbey vance. @
 abbey_marie95
You know it’s that time of the
semester when you see someone
watching Netﬂix during class.
#nochill #tayloru

Echograms #TaylorU

Kait Bedel @
 kait_bedel
The struggle bus is pulling into the
procrastination station #TaylorU
Lindsay Couvion @
 lindscouv
Explaining open house to people
outside of Taylor is surprisingly
diﬃcult #tayloru
Anna Cummings @
 laughingbanAnna
you know you’re a broke college
student when you look for
coupons for Goodwill... #tayloru
KT @KatieTupper15
Arguing about how to sing the
books of the Bible correctly
#tayloru
Brecken Mumford @breckydoo
Thought I killed my biosphere
shrimp because my mason jar
sloshed around in my water bottle
pouch #thatwasclose #tayloru

@bexamillions: Great NIght. - Great Friends. - Great Time.
#broomball #broomball2k15 #pickadate #tayloru #vscocam
#vsco #ftwayne #indiana #friends #goodlife

@chaslyn_eveanmarie: 2 Breu takes on the Zoo! We definitely
conquered.. #tayloru #tayloruniversity #taylorecho

Fake Lindsay @fakelindsayrob
When it’s raining things other than
men #tayloru #sotrue #pray4me

A&E

The catch is that no one knows what the
other person’s contribution is; the result is
completely spontaneous.
Art of spontaneity

TheEchoNews.com

A cornucopia of
Thanksgiving movies
Top 10 films for the
November holiday
Keith Cantrell
Contributor

We all know that Christmas movies
have become a permanent holiday
season fixture. Even Halloween and
Easter-themed movies now regularly appear on the big screen. However, what many people don’t know is
that there are actually several great
Thanksgiving movies out there, if you
know where to look.
Keith Cantrell, a super-senior
studying at the TUHIP program in
Los Angeles this semester, wanted to
share a few of his favorite Thanksgiving films with his fellow Trojans in order to prove that he is alive and well.
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App on the airways

5. Dan in Real Life (2007)
Flannel shirts. Family drama. Singing around the piano. This movie
has “Thanksgiving” written all over
it. Steve Carell’s character, Dan Burns,
learns that the new flame he met in
a bookstore is his brother’s girlfriend.
Oops.

Photograph by Hannah Bolds

WTUR’s new mobile app will feature a live stream, social media feeds and schedule information.

Pandora. The WTUR staff has tossed
around the idea of this app for at least
a couple years now, but this year it
has become a major focus of the station. After setting the goals, the staff
had to find capable developers and
compelling features.
The WTUR staff selected computer science majors junior Jordan
Wright and senior Keith Bauson for
this task. They have been developing the app over the past few months.
Wright is designing the Android version while Bauson is working on the
iOS version.
The app will have three pages. The
first page will have a live stream of
WTUR with a play and pause button.
The second page will consist of a
schedule and staff contact information. The third page will hold a live
Twitter feed and links to other social media.
For Bauson, the technical part of
the development has not been that
difficult. The visuals, though, have
been more challenging.
“iOS has certain things that make
it easy to do. But if you want to deviate from that, sometimes it’s harder,”
Bauson said. “They (the staff) would
like a certain look and feel, so matching those expectations is sometimes
challenging. . . . It’s mostly a matter of

hooking the visuals with the non-visuals. The visuals are the bulk of
the work.”
Romanowski, acting as the bridge
between developers and staff, agreed
that the development process has
been pretty smooth. However, he has
seen challenges in getting a developer’s license and trying to get the app
approved and in each operating system’s store.
Overall, Romanowski hopes the
new app will help WTUR connect with
Taylor’s student body.
“One thing we try to do as a radio
station is to establish ourselves within the community of Taylor,” Romanowski said. “Unfortunately, a lot of
people don’t know enough about the
radio station. The app is a step forward technologically. We can catch
up with the times because radio feels
dated. And we can be more of a staple
around campus.”
WTUR plans on announcing the
app’s launch on Monday at the top
of the Dining Commons during dinner. They will be holding a raffle for
cheesecakes. They will also be encouraging students to download the
app and answering questions.
To listen to WTUR in its current form,
visit wtur.taylormediacomm.com.
echo@taylor.edu

multiple people participate to create
one drawing. The catch is that no one
knows what the other person’s contribution is; the result is completely
spontaneous.
spontaneously creating one masThe process will take place on a
terpiece with the end result still a large rectangular piece of drywall,
mystery.
with each student working in square
The project is based off of a method segments.
known as “exquisite corpse,” in which
Senior Sarah Ellis was the first

student to begin her senior thesis.
Assistant art professor Suzanne Dittenber gave Ellis a concept to kickstart the collaborative art project.
The other three students, Shannon
Smagala, Felissa King and Liese
Erb, were able to catch a 30-second
glimpse of the square piece immediately preceding theirs and were then
expected to continue the piece with
their own interpretation and style.
The creative cycle continues until
the drywall is filled.
“We’re curious to see what can happen with this (and) to see how one
idea can be interpreted into another,”
said Ellis. “We all have different personalities and different styles of art
so each of us see something different
and then make something different
based off of that.”
Last year’s piece was displayed in the
Abbey Coffee Co. but this year it will
be in the Zondervan Library Galleria,
making it easier for students to view
the art piece. Smagala loves the idea
of their piece being on Taylor’s campus.
“We wanted something on campus so that students who can’t travel
far will be able to see it,” said Smagala. “It’s definitely (in) a more interactive location.”
When the piece is completed, Dittenber’s original concept for Ellis
will be revealed and the work will be
named. This piece is a mini-show for
their final project, and will include
a reception that students are invited
to attend. It is estimated to be completed after Thanksgiving break.
echo@taylor.edu

New mobile app will
make Taylor’s radio
station more accessible
Laura Koenig
Staff Writer

Spotify, Pandora, iTunes Radio—we
have a variety of music streaming
services available on our phones
and computers every day. However,
the popularity of these new mediums
means that one music technology has
been shoved off the list—radio.
WTUR, Taylor University’s online
radio station, is hoping to repurpose
this medium with their new mobile
application, tentatively scheduled for
release on Monday, Nov. 23.
WTUR is a student-run, 24/7 online radio station that plays a variety
of Christian music, as well as student-hosted shows on the weekdays
and chapel broadcasts.
The new app has two simple goals:
to broaden the WTUR listening base
and to make it easier to tune in.
Senior WTUR station manager Max
Romanowski said, “It is more of an accessory as opposed to something you
have to go out of the way for.”
The function of the app will resemble music sources such as Spotify and

Art of spontaneity
Danielle Barnes
Staff Writer

FRIDAY

6. The Blind Side (2009)
A true story that gets to the heart
of what Thanksgiving is all about.
Leigh Anne Tuohy (Sandra Bullock)
welcomes outsider Michael Oher into
her family’s home. The Thanksgiving
scene should make each of us want to
add a seat at our own table for someone who needs a place to belong.

4. Rocky (1976)
“Yo, Adrian. I ain’t got nobody to
spend Thanksgiving with, ya know?
How about maybe you and I go out
10. Meet the Parents (2000)
together and get somethin’ to eat?” If
You might want to write out a you’re in the mood for a main course
prayer before you depart from cam- of achieving dreams this Thankspus in case you are asked to say grace giving with a side dish of romance,
at your significant other’s family you can’t go wrong hanging out
dinner table. As you know if you’ve with Rocky.
seen this hilarious movie, Ben Stiller’s character doesn’t quite nail the 3. Chicken Run (2000)
“Amen.”
All vegetarians should consider
watching this movie on Thanksgiving
9. You’ve Got Mail (1998)
to feel honorable about their eating
Why not spend your holiday break habits. If there’s anything this movwith Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan? ie taught us, it is that poultry have
Then, if you happen to be out shop- feelings, too.
ping, take a page out of Tom’s book
and buy Thanksgiving groceries for 2. Planes, Trains and Automobiles
that lovely person next to you in line. (1987)
With the exception of a scene where
8. Spider-Man (2002)
one of the characters spews some
Pull out this nostalgic superhe- choice words to a car rental lady, this
ro flick with Tobey Maguire and (be is the perfect film for the whole family.
still, my middle school heart) Kirsten It is centered on two men struggling
Dunst. The scene where Aunt May to get home for Thanksgiving. Steve
slaps Norman Osborn’s hand when Martin’s irritability and John Candy’s
he tries to sneak a taste of the tur- charm flawlessly balance each othkey is sure to fill you with angst all er out.
over again.
1. A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving
7. Babette’s Feast (1987)
(1973)
This Danish film is about a serTechnically this is a 30-minute televant, Babette, who wins the lottery vision special, but it has captured the
and uses all of the money to prepare spirit of Thanksgiving for decades. If
a colossal feast for her two stick-in- you want to celebrate your holiday
the-mud employers. Babette ends Peanuts-style, set up a Ping-Pong
up teaching everyone a lesson about table and surround it with a misenjoying life and being thankful. (Tip: matched assortment of lawn chairs.
This one is in the Zondervan Library. Then have your dog cook your uninvited guests an appetizing feast of
Hurry!)
popcorn, toast, jellybeans and pretzels. Bon appétit!
echo@taylor.edu

Senior art majors work on
thesis project in library

6

Usually when art students sit down
to begin on their senior thesis they
have some idea of what the ending
canvas or sculpture will look like.
This year, however, four seniors are

Photograph by Shannon Smagala

Liese Erb contemplates her contribution for the collaborative senior art thesis mini-project.

OPINIONS

We must remember that a good relationship
with God will inevitably involve heartbreak
because he will break our hearts for
his purposes.
Ruin your heart

7
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Donations or free Tupperware?

Let’s give to refugees,
not steal from them
Chaslyn Sheppard
Contributor

Smashing cars is great, but what about challenging stereotypes?

No, bro

the 87 “Fast & Furious” movies.
Growing up, it took me a long
time to accept that my interests
aren’t very “bro.” I used to collect
Men’s programming
baseball cards without knowing
the difference between a bunt and
alienates some with
a batting average just so I would
gender stereotypes
have something to talk about with
Austin Lindner
my friends in middle school. But
as I matured, I realized that sports
A&E Editor
and video games are not characI’m aware that I’m not your typi- teristics of a man. They’re just hobcal male. For me, going to a foot- bies that some guys have and others
ball game is about as much fun as don’t. No big deal.
watching a bunch of squirrels fightWhich was the main reason I was
ing over an acorn for three hours. I’m so encouraged when I first heard the
unashamed to admit that I took an inclusive mission statement from
hour nap at the theater during one of Taylor’s men’s programming organization during a hall meeting at the
beginning of this semester.
“Men’s Programming, or Bro Pro,
seeks to unify men across campus
to glorify God through engaging activities and events and meaningful
conversations. Our goal is to proCo-Editors in Chief
vide space for men to get to know
Julia Oller
Chris Yingling
each other from the different resiDesign Editor
dence halls and to also have fun in
Matthew Morse
the process.”
Online Editor
At its heart, Bro Pro’s mission is
Becca Schriner
to
inspire men to challenge the unPhotography Editor
Shannon Smagala
healthy gender stereotypes that keep
men from being honest or vulneraVideographer
Elyse Horb
ble with each other. It aims to end the
News Editors
kind
of thinking that confines men to
Becca Robb
Cassidy Grom
a box of three basic emotions and implies that we are just drooling, sexWorld/National Editor
Tom Gbean
crazed cavemen incapable of caring
Features Editor
about anything other than Budweiser
Gracie Fairfax
and big booties.
Life & Times Editors
Great. Useful. Necessary.
Sarah Davis
Lindsay Robinson
So how does Bro Pro accomplish
Arts & Entertainment
this with its first activity of the year?
Editor
By lining us up to smash parked cars
Austin Lindner
with
a sledgehammer—an event that
Opinions Editor
Elizabeth Syson
would please cavemen everywhere.
Don’t get me wrong; I love crushing
Sports Editor
Lincoln Reed
a coupe as much as the next person.
Copy Chief
Helen Wilbers

Staff Writers
Joseph Johns
Wren Haynes
Danielle Barnes
Brecken Mumford
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Kyle Keck
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Mindy Wildman
Jessica Nesselrodt

Designers
Becca Eis
Bre Bartlett
Tom Metzger
Eric Andrews
Isabelle Kroeker

Copy Editors
Jeff Grogan
Kate Jameson
Katie O’Malley
Mary Helen Thompson

Advertisement Team
Manager – Andrea Baker
Chelsea Sweet
Nichole Skandalaris

Distribution Managers
Julia Fahy
Jessi Arbuckle

Fa c u lt y A d v i s e r
Donna Downs

•
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since
1913, except for January term, exam week and holidays.
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo is printed by HNE printers in Greenfield, Ind. The
Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo
236 W. Reade Ave. (765) 998-5359
Upland, IN 46989-1001 Echo@Taylor.edu
© Taylor University 2015

Photograph by Fayth Glock

I just find Bro Pro’s consistently gender-stereotyped events to be contradictory to its goals of facilitating
openness and difficult conversations.
More than that, I find the implication that college guys will not go to a
spiritual event unless bribed with the
chance to smash a fender or splash
their way through a mud run pretty
disappointing, as well as vaguely insulting. Even the title of Bro Pro’s spiritual sessions, “Man Church,” screams
of male insecurity more than a commercial for men’s deodorant.
There’s nothing wrong with rough
sports or “Call of Duty.” A lot of guys
find activities like these enjoyable,
so I understand why Men’s Programming tries to use them as tools to
spark conversation. But using gender stereotypes to conquer gender
stereotypes doesn’t work. And only
hosting activities that are ultimately
based on competition and comparison is a poor way to forge an atmosphere of vulnerability and trust for
men on campus.
I know many guys who would
love to go to a serious discussion
or panel without the promise of an
action-packed movie at the end. In
fact, some of the males I know immediately disregard Bro Pro because
they know their “feminine” interests
(like art, music and movies not starring Bruce Willis) will probably never
be represented.
I respect the idea behind Bro Pro. I
really do. But unfortunately I can also
see the marginalizing effects of the
group’s reliance on gender clichés.
When we solely create events for
bros, we are missing out on opportunities to create broader conversations for men. And those are the
kinds of conversations that our society really needs.
echo@taylor.edu

As I left the second floor of Breuninger Hall last week, I witnessed a
student taking an item out of the
“Donations for Syrian Refugees” box.
For you, this may seem like a “no
biggie” or “whatever” situation. For
me, however, this was a huge slap in
the face.
As a representative on the Social
Work Student Organization cabinet,
I organize various events and fundraisers, along with three other students. Our cabinet president, senior
Laura Logan, used her passion for
advocacy to start the “Donations for
Refugees” project on Taylor’s campus. We have placed boxes in every
residence hall on campus, hoping and praying that the students
of Taylor would donate umbrellas
and plastic food storage containers. These items will then be given
to Bethany Christian Services to
be distributed.
Watching a fellow student steal
from a donation box is difficult
enough; watching a student steal
from refugees is even more disheartening. At Kmart, a 30-piece
food storage container set costs a
little more than $8. That is the same
amount as two Starbucks drinks. I
wonder if that student stopped to
think, “Should I skip Starbucks this
week and spend my $8 on 30 new

containers instead of stealing this
used one?” Probably not.
Syrian refugees are flooding other countries, seeking asylum from
their war-torn country. They arrive packed into lifeboats, shaking
from the cold journey across the
ocean. People regularly drown on
their way toward safety. When the
survivors land in places like Turkey
and Greece, volunteers from organizations such as Samaritan’s Purse
welcome them.
These are the people for whom
we are collecting these items.
These people would be thrilled to
receive basic items such as food
storage containers and umbrellas—
items that will make their journey
a little easier.
As students on this campus, we
are held to high expectations. As
worldly people, however, we act entitled and individualistic, needy and
selfish. We—including myself—are
driven by what we receive and not by
what we give. I understand that not
all of us would steal a container, but
most of us have acted in other selfish
ways. After all, we are only human.
But when we act in these ways, do we
really gain anything? Do we gain satisfaction? Popularity? Esteem? Do
we really need that container more
than a refugee does?
My challenge for you is to stop and
think more often. Think of how each
small action will affect the bigger picture. I encourage you to look beyond
the walls of your own privilege and
into the world around you.

Photograph by Jessica Nesselrodt

College kids never turn down free stuff. But what if it’s for someone else?

Ruin your heart

Breakups might be
a good thing
Deanna Menke
Contributor

I am so grateful for having my heart
broken.
He was hilariously tall. Green went
best with his tan skin and dark curls.
We went to high school together and
read the same books, watched the
same movies and had the same classes. He was an atheist.
Eight months later—after Christmas, birthdays, prom, even “I love
you”s—we broke up. He sat on my
porch and apologized for being
a jerk (in less Taylor-appropriate
terms). He was going off to college,
and I had another year left at home,
and we knew it wouldn’t work. We
had different beliefs, and we wanted different things.
It took me about a year and a half
to get over it, but now I am incredibly
grateful for the breakup.
At Taylor, if things aren’t right the first
time, it’s not God’s will. If we change
our major, it’s because we weren’t listening hard enough to God the first
time around. If we switch dorms, it’s
because God knows us better than we

because I was meant to appreciate and involve heartbreak because he will
learn from the ruins long after the re- break our hearts for his purposes. No
lationships end. God’s will has been matter how hard we try, we will confor me to have my heart broken, and tinue to make mistakes in every area,
know ourselves. If we break up, the re- I know this because of everything I’ve including our love lives. Of course, we
lationship was a result of selfish desires, been able to learn about him through should seek God’s will in all things,
and we didn’t pay enough attention to those difficult times: that he is faith- but it’s okay to go out on a limb and
God’s plans for our lives. If it’s a mistake, ful, that his will is far better than mine, see what God will teach you through
it must be a sin.
and that he will always love me.
an experience. If we allow ourselves
I have flown in the face of God’s
At Taylor, we expect ever good ro- to fall, we allow God to catch us.
I am grateful for the ruins in my
plan before. I have asked for my mantic relationship to end in marwill above his and paid the price. riage. We must remember that a good heart because through the brokenBut I have also prayed continuous- relationship with God will inevitably ness, I see God’s beauty.
ly through relationships, constantly
asking God to make his will clear, and
I’ve seen him telling me to proceed,
only to be heartbroken months later.
When I studied abroad in England, one of my favorite places was
St. Mary’s Abbey. It’s the ruins of a
church amid the city gardens, and
you can stand in its remains with
your feet in the grass and admire the
arches and the stonework.
Something so beautiful took an incredible amount of work to build and
maintain, but it has actually been enjoyed as ruins longer than it ever was
as a church. St. Mary’s Abbey existed
for 451 years before it was disestablished. For 476 years since then, the
Abbey hasn’t fulfilled its original purpose. It has found new life in its ruins as people come from around the
world to visit and to remember.
God has created beautiful ruins in
my heart. He has led me to relationIllustration by Matthew Morse
Every good relationship should end in marriage—shouldn’t it?
ships that have lasted only a brief time

Let your voice be heard!
Are you opinionated? Join the campus discussion by submitting your own letter-to-the-editor to
liz_syson@taylor.edu by Wednesday at 5 p.m. Please keep the word count to 500-700 words.

TROJAN NATION

“We do have some specific areas that need
continued improvement.”
Trojans clip Harriers’ wings in home opener
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Men’s Basketball
Schedule

11/20 Ohio Christian (A) 7:30 P.M.
11/24 Grace (A) 7:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Men’s Cross Country
Schedule

11/21 NAIA National Championships (A) 10:30 A.M.

Women’s Basketball
Schedule

11/24 Grace 7:00 P.M.
_______________________________________

Women’s Cross Country
Schedule

11/21 NAIA National Championships (A) 11:30 A.M.
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Seniors Shawn Lashbrook (17) and Adam Sauder (6) lead the Trojan army onto the field.

Playoff prayers go unanswered
A 2015 season recap
Chris Yingling
Co-Editor in Chief

Crushing hits, big plays and loud
cheering have come to an end for
the Taylor football team this week.
Taylor concluded the season with
an away 34–28 victory over Trinity
International on Saturday. The win
brings Taylor to 7–3 with a 4–2 record in conference play.
While 7–3 is not good enough to
vault the Trojans into the playoffs,
this year marked a season of excellence for Taylor. Taylor improved in
all three phases of the game, creating a more well-rounded team.

“We showed development this
year,” said head coach Ron Korfmacher. “We were a balanced offensive football team, our defense
could stop the run and we played
well on special teams.”
Korfmacher’s balanced offense
was at work all year. Spearheaded
by redshirt freshman quarterback
Everett Pollard and senior running
back Justin Keys, the Taylor offensive attack put up 2,538 yards passing, with 1,683 yards on the ground.
In his first year at the helm of the
offense, Pollard started all 10 games
for Taylor, throwing 54.2 percent
for 2,360 yards and 29 touchdowns
to go with 13 interceptions. Pollard also accumulated 243 rushing

Photograph by Fayth Glock

Redshirt freshman quarterback Everett Pollard broke Taylor’s
single-season passing touchdown record.

yards with two touchdowns as Taylor’s second-leading rusher. His 29
touchdown lobs were good for second in the MSFA and the highest season total in Taylor history.
Keys ran for 969 yards and 11 touchdowns while adding another receiving score. His 5.4 yards per carry put
him at fourth in the MSFA along with
a third placement in rushing yardage.
Pollard attributes the improvement of the offense to the offensive
line’s consistency all season.
“We were able to run the ball and
throw the ball this year because
of the offensive line,” Pollard said.
“They give me time to throw and
(give) the running backs opportunities to run. There’s a different
chemistry this year among the guys,
and it’s helped us become a stronger, closer team.”
While Pollard aired out the ball well,
it was the work of his receiving core
that helped stretch the ball downfield.
Senior wideout Shawn Lashbrook exploded for a career-high 902 yards
along with 12 touchdown receptions.
Highlighted by a five-touchdown performance in a 42–48 loss to the University of Saint Francis, Lashbrook
became Pollard’s security blanket
with a team-high 58 receptions.
In addition to Lashbrook, senior
wideout Michael Miller contributed

Trojans clip Harriers’
wings in home opener

Hendricks leads Trojans
to victory with 16 points
Landry Long
Contributor

The Taylor men’s basketball team
dominated in their home opener

The Echo Sports

this past Saturday against Miami
University Hamilton, winning by a
score of 85–50.
The Trojans held a commanding double-digit lead during the final 27 minutes of the game while
shooting 54.2 percent from the field.
While eight players scored at least
five points, the team also saw four
players reach double figures.
While satisfied with the first season win in Odle Arena, coach Josh
Andrews acknowledged that there
are still areas needing improvement.
“Our attention to detail and execution of the game plan was good,”
Andrews said. “Our guys were on
the same page. We do have some
specific areas that need continued
improvement; too much fouling by
using our hands, miscommunication on screening actions defensively and executing our transition
offense with consistency.”
Sophomore Keaton Hendricks
led the Trojans in scoring with a

Subscribe to The Echo
The Echo is a weekly newspaper with news, editorials, photographs,
and features. You can keep up with issues and events on campus
by ordering a subscription online at bit.ly/echo-subscribe

game-high 16 points. Hendricks is
averaging nearly 15 points per game
in the early part of the season.
Senior Kyle Stidom and junior Lane
Vander Hulst both accumulated 15
points in Saturday’s home opener.
Sophomore Vivian Aiken snatched 10
rebounds and sophomore Tim Fleming delivered six assists. Taylor bested
the Harriers in rebounds, free throws,
and field goal percentage.
“We had a lot of bright areas as a
team, but still have room for improvement,” Hendricks said. “We had a balanced offensive attack and everyone
on the team contributed to the win.”
The Trojans will next be in action
today at Ohio Christian. Tip off is
at 7:30 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu

546 yards and five scores. Senior tight
end Hans Lundberg became the big
red zone target, hauling in 27 balls
for 301 yards and seven touchdowns.
“We had a lot of talent on the outside,” Lashbrook said. “(Miller) and
I could use our height advantages to
make plays. Consistency on the offensive line and in the running game
definitely helped.”
Taylor’s offensive line held strong
for Pollard and Keys this year. The
crew only allowed 15 sacks all year
(1.5 per game). The line also paved
the way for 1,683 rushing yards on
the year, the highest total since 1998.
Led by seniors Chris Chang and Patrick Stevens, Korfmacher cited the
line as a high spot for his team.
“They put in good work this year,”
Korfmacher said. “Same guys, same
personnel, same scheme, but they
just grew together as a unit. That
helps everything else you do on offense work well.”
On the defensive side of the ball,
Taylor found their niche in stopping
the run. Senior safety Adam Sauder
led the team with 97 total tackles on

the year along with two sacks, two interceptions and two forced fumbles
in 10 games for the team. Sophomore
linebacker Cameron Gray contributed 1.5 sacks and two interceptions as
well, while sophomore lineman Josh
Lamica led Taylor with three sacks.
While allowing the big aerial plays
seemed to be the Achilles’ heel for
the Trojans, the physical secondary
and quick linebackers played the
ball well, only allowing 100 rushing
yards per game. The punishment up
front forced opposing teams to pass
early and often.
“Up front, we had a really good rotation of guys who would stop the
run,” Korfmacher said. “We committed to it, even lowered our safeties
like Sauder into the box. We applied
the pressure with hurries and hits,
but we really needed to get to the
quarterback more often.”
Korfmacher also pointed out the
Taylor’s red zone defense as having
a “bend, don’t break” mentality.
Taylor will be looking to improve
on their 7–3 record as they enter
the offseason.
“We’re losing a lot of guys, but we
experienced success this season.
We’re looking for that to carry over
to next season,” Korfmacher said.
echo@taylor.edu

FEATURING GRANT COUNTY’S LOVELIEST VOLUNTEER CLERKS
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Sophomore Vivian Aiken made several memorable plays against the Harriers.

Athlete of the Week

Cassidy Wyse
Year

Sophomore

Hometown

Archbold, Ohio

Position

Forward

Favorite verse

“And we know that in all things God works for
the good of those who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28

Funniest teammate

Emma Brattain

Favorite pump up song

“Polarize” by Twenty One Pilots
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